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PREFACE. 


It  was  originally  proposed  to  present  to  the  Members  of 
tlie  Society  a simple  reprint  in  phonetic  shorthand  of  the 
two  lectures  on  the  discernment  of  the  probable  nature  of 
organic  lesions,  contained  in  my  “ Lectures  on  the  Diagnosis 
of  Brain  Disease.”  the  second  edition  of  which  was  publislied 
in  1885.  It  was  thought  that  they  would  be  found  useful  by 
the  Members,  because  no  similar  outline  of  the  special  subject 
is  given  in  my  “ Manual  of  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  ’’ 
or  is  contained,  as  far  as  I know,  in  any  other  work.  On 
revising  the  first  of  the  two  lectures,  so  many  additions  and 
alterations  were  made  that  the  lecture  was  practically  re- 
written, and  so  increased  in  length  as  to  involve  division 
into  two.  The  third  lecture  has  been  added,  on  “ Acute 
JMcningitis,”  which  is  not  contained  in  the  original.  Hence, 
only  the  fourth  lecture  is  actually  a reprint. 

These  lectures  owe  their  existence  in  their  present  form 
solely  to  the  de.sire  to  present  their  substance  in  shorthand, 
in  order  to  help  those  who  use  it  The  object  of  their 
preparation  will  be  frustrated  if  considerable  portions  of 
lliem  are  re-publislied  in  ordinary  type.  1 venture  to  ho[)e 
that  this  statement  of  their  object  will  suffice  to  secure  it. 

The  Members  of  the  Society  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Spooner 
for  his  careful  and  efficient  supervision  of  the  production  of 
the  book,  and  1 have  personally  to  thank  him  for  his  help. 

We  trust  that  it  may  be  the  first  of  a series  that  will 
prove  useful,  and  will  give  additional  intei'est  to  the  medical 
aspect  of  the  use  of  shorthand. 


London,  Avfiust,  1897. 


WILLIAM  R.  GOWERS. 
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